March ts, 2018 


From the Conference Minister: 


Dear Friends 


‘Todsy a igh school in FL went backt school after another 
shooting. {cannot begin to imagine how hard i was fr the students, 
teachers and staff. Ae have watched all unfold in these part vo Weeks, 
have been in ave ofthe stucentsnationvide wha have taken a stand to Say 
‘enough. They are recaiming their schools and ther ves. 1cslebrate their 
‘ecieation and resolve. belive that every chillin this country deserves to 
{got school in safety. |am figuring out ways to help make that belief a 
fealty fo all of our students and hope you willjain me. Mass shoctings 
{re just one partof the issue, We stil ned ta iarkon bullying, an the 
inequalities among school eetricts baced on raciem and classe, metal 
health ssues, and having high} qualified and dedicated teachers n our 
classrooms. We can debate sues, but that only divides us. | elive that it 
tetime to wore together to make some small changes ea that our ehlren 
‘will know that we value them, 


‘There are many, easy ways. Volunteer to readta students tutor, 
send school supple to your closest school, send that thank you card to the 
{teachers and staff. These ae small things weal can da that wil make a 
difference. Getto now achld or teen in your congregation. Ask them 
What interests them, Make 2 connection, Let them know you cae, When 
‘tagedy strikes, its easy to feel helpless. We cannat stop violence from 
encroaching ini the ves of cldren and tees, but we can let them how 
that many people love and care foe them. And fr that, give Gad thank 
and praise 


my Youth graups are traveling to Washington, D.C. forthe March 


ing afllate rales in other ces that 
day, Ifyou know of 2 the canference know sa We can 


publicize. Thankyou 


Blessings and peace, 
Marie 


yearbook Reporting: Submit your Church Statistics. 
‘Today!-Last Three days! 


tes time again for reporting of Yearbook statist forthe pasty 
UCC Data Hub i open and ready for your submission. you are 
‘responsible for reporting your Yearbook Statist for your church and 
not recelved information ram the Conference, pleace contact He 
HbaniolePsecuee or er 400-719-6572 to receve your churches, 
information. Veariock reports are due by March 7, 2018.-This Wednesday 


Year of Discernment Update 


Wie have two dates and places fr regional m 


‘+ Ssturday, Api 7, 2018 at Howard Congregational Church, Nashville, 
TW. time 72D, 


‘+ Ssturday, Apel 14,2078 a United Church of Huntsile, Huntvil, AL 
from 2-3309m. 


There willbe two mere regional meetings, one in the Alanta area and ane 


in Charleston,SC. We are stil warkng on fining dates, 


‘The two books we are reading 


+ snstiutionalinligence: How to Build an Effective Organization by 
Gordon T. Smith 

‘+ Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Unchartered Terry by 
Ted olnger. 


iFyou have any questions, please contact Marie, 


Authorized Ministers Information Review 


‘The Authorized Ministers Annual review has started Ifyou have not already 
completed yours, lease da so soon. Thankyou to everyone who has 
‘sendy filed out and returned the review. There are ta Waye you can 
feturn your Annual Review: 


1. The preferred way isto complete the online form, 
2 Alternatively, you can downoad a POF ofthe frm, print and malt to 
the Conference Office: PO ox 1950, Decatur, Georgia 20031, 


Vfyou have any questions, please contact the Conference Registrar at 
‘repistrarteeecuceorg or 404-712-572 We wil be maling eut hard copies to 
‘those who have nat completed the review next week Pease submit your 
‘completed Annual Review by March 20, 2018 We wll b flowing up you 
ddonet respond 


Message from Our Generosity Coordinator 


‘The BAD news s that we fell shart of our Our Church's Wier Mission 
(©cWW) goal by $26,000.00 fer 2017, The GOOD news s that we can meet 
‘ur goal for 2018, Let's start early so that we can inish strong in 2088. 


Some questions we may ask: 
What is ocwm? 

‘This isthe name we gve ta congregational its that support wider UCC 
Ministry in Conferenes and Nabanal Settings 


Why give to OcWM basic support? 
Because we believe in Gods continuing testament tothe word, we take 


‘stands for justice and peace, proclaim "God is stil speaking" teach best 
practices for pastore and congregations communicate the UCC message, 
Furure formation of those discerning a call to ministry. Because we believe 
in extravagant welcome, we preach welcoming and open understanding of 
‘Christian ath expand to desrtrs ans human tragehes, feed the hungry, 
Send help al ound the woda, nurture ecumenical and intrfalth 
Telatonships. Because we believe in transforming ives, we raise our 
‘hikren in faith, equip leaders for ministry, faster beauty in worship, 
provide services to the church 


We ask that you start by: 


+ tnforming your leaders about OCWM, 
1 Work toward OCWM giving goals, work with church leadership to set 
attainable goals. Begin vith shor term goalsthat yield longterm 

Fesuls. Set goals, establish a progression and give regulary. 

‘+ Establish year round OCWM eduction 

‘Work with your pastr and leadership. 

{ lnvte conference staf vst your congregation on Sunday. 

* We are happy ta share wth you and your congregation how your 
‘GWM daliars are spent. 


Ym exited about our journey together. 
Carole Mass, 


Healthy Boundaries Training 
“Through our partnership withthe 
Grist Chureh (Decpies of 
‘Grist in Georgia, we are offering 
Healthy Boundaries 101 
Fuapdamentas from 9 am pm on 
March 10,2078 at First Cristian 
(Church, Tucker GA. Sign up 

3 hpddeacscnlesoreereylts 
‘Sviyoundariesworishop aco. 


Cra, 


Community 


Prayer List 
We are continuing the process of praying fr authorized ministers, 
‘angragations, and ministry groups throughout 2018, We encourage youto 
include these prayer request In your local church newsletter, share them 
With your prayer oc, and include them In your aun prayers, Clik here to 
‘download the entire 2018 prayer lst. 


Week af March § 


‘+ United Church of Coakevile; Cookeville, Tennessee 
{PATHWAYS Theologieal Ecucaton Program 

* Roy Bain 

‘Douglas Farmer 

{ant Hardaay 

David Speno 


Week of March 12 


‘+ Rehoboth Fellowship; lant, Georgia 
‘UCC National Staffan Collegium 
{Valent Coe Lowder 

+ Taye Morgan 

Timothy GerinLeighton 

* Jamesjanecek 


(Churches in Transition 


Fist Congregational, Birmingham, Al Piimage, Marietta, GA; Sandy 
Creek, Lafayette, Al; United Church of Cookeville, Cooke, TN 


Te youth of the Community Congres 
Montgomery Alabama prese 
people brought tof he 
sjourner Trt, Rasa Park, Barack and the Rav. 
Martin Luther King J. Madame C Walker, U 1 Court justice 
Thurgood Marshall and many m 


Rev. Traci Blackmon To Preach al First Cot 
UCC, Adlanta Mareh uth, 2018. 


gregational 


tional UCC excite to share with you that Rev. Trach 
I Ministries, Unites 


Church of christ National Setting Cleveland, OH wil be the Wome 
Speaker on M z ‘lant, GA, 

Rev. Dwight And cmv 

Women's Day Worship s part ofthe Women's weekend of 


i Rev JannierEichelberger and panelist 
Johnson, Jarmila Oni, Jacqueline Bunn, and Barbara Rawls. Tickets for Frid 
liable at Fist Church and on the day ofthe event 


News from the Wider Church 


\ Pastoral Letter on Sexual Misconduet 


“teeming end morning anda nao aterm compli end se. 
a the Lr thar mye” Ps 


In recent months, there have been numerous stories of sexual misconduct 
by men of power in various setings of busines, media, entertainment, and 
pies. n each case, ittook the courage of ane to name thelr experience of 
being sexually harassed ar abused by semneone more powerful than 
‘themselves inorder for the sin of sexual abuse to finally be recognized. 


\We confess thatthe United Church of Christ (UCC) isnot immune to these 
sine of gel harassment, abuse, and mictonduct We repent when those 
it power at any setting ofthe UCC has acted inappropriately and volte 
‘others with ther words, actions, or power. We, the Church, have sinned, 
‘and we ask for forgiveness from those, who have been violated 


We recognize the stories of courageous women and men inthe Hebrew 
{and Christian Scriptures who, when they were sexually assaulted by men of 
ower, God provided them strength, caurage and lve already within them 
because they were created in Goes image. So, 100, we honor that all are 
created in Gods image and have the capa forsholeness inthe midst of 
{evual abuse and misconduct. 


Wie, the leaders ofthe United Church of Chis are committed to providing 
Safe space forall where sexual harassment, abuse, ar misconduct is pat 
tolerated. Our Comutteas on Minis along with MESA (Ministenal 
Excollence, Support and Authorization) seek to ensure our churches, 
suthorized ministers, and volunteers safe space from sexual misconduct of 
power. 


May God's Peace be with us ae we seek to create a Just Warld for Al wich 
‘arte vith ese space fr al. 


Faithfully yours, 
‘The National Officers of the United Church of christ 

The Rev Dr john C Darhauer, General Minister and President 

The Rev Trai Blackman, Executive ister, Justice and WnessMtnises 


The Rev Jomes Moos, Executive Wtnster, Wider Church Minstis 


‘The Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church of Christ 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


Free Webinars Offered by the Insurance Board 


Driver Management for Owned and Non-Owned Vehicles March 14 @ 2:00 
(es) 

“According tothe National Highway Trafic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
9405 of motor vehicle crashes are atrouted ta driver eror. Insurance 
Boards pleased to have our partners from The Harford provide insights 
‘on driver screening training and supervision to improve control of drivers 
[Sndreduce uta accidents REGISTER 


‘Other Webinars Offered 
Laer Safety (The Harford) 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

200 PM to 3:00PM (Eastern Time} 


‘Sox Offenders in Your Congregation: Recommendations and Bes Practices 
(Heather Kimmel 

Wednesday, May 23,2018 

200 PM to 3:00 PM (Eastern Time} 


‘Trending Rsk Management Concern for Churches (The insurance Board) 
Wednesday. September 12, 2018 
200 PM to 3:00 PM (Eastern Tims) 


New PATHWAYS Classes Start in Mareh 
PATHWAYS Theological Education offering courses beginning in March 


cc History & Polity fr 5650.00 
March 7June 5, 2018 (12 Weeks + Holy Week break) 
‘The Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw wl acltate ths course 


Level One Course: Ethics and a Life of Meaning for $375 
March 7 to April 24,2018 
‘The Rev. Dr, Ruth Shaver wil facitate this course 


Level Three Course: Theology inthe Public Square for $375 
March 7 to April 24,2018 
T Trish Greevesffacitating 


PATHWAYS i also avallable to individuals who want td 
Inouledge and Christian fath but are at following a cal 
ministry, Lean mare about each ofthese courses and ister o 
= ifyou would tke mar 

ntact PATHWAYS 3 7 


information, please 
share ths 


Cg matcrime 


